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is regarded as the criterion and definition of Being (sat)
itself. Since cognitions which are originally false by them-
selves, are made valid by their purposeful serving of our
cognitions valid. Thus cognitions are true because of some-
thing other than themselves {Paratah pramanyam)

According to the Buddhism to whom a!( knowledge is
[nvalid by its very nature, the validity of knowledge consists
?n its capacity to produce successful action. Hence, prior
to any successful activity every knowledge is to be treated
as invalid. We cannot say that validity belongs to know-
ledge, simply because It has come to be, or has appeared.
In that case, error will have to be regarded as valid know-
ledge, because error too appears as a form of knowledge,
That knowledge which has been produced does not necessa-
rily mean that there is in it a true cognition of the object.
since that knowledge is liable to contradiction. Hence, we
are to say that from the point of view of genesis of false-
hood it is natural and truth is adventitious  Falsehood is
nothing but an absence or negation of truth. Falsehood is
a non-entity, and Just has a hare's horn, which is a non-
entity. cannot be produced by anything, so falsehood too
cennot be produced by anything. The Mimamsaka view
that falsehood is generated by the defects of the cause of
knowledge is wrong, because that which is a non-entity
cannot have a cause for its origin. A non-entity has no
origin and hence it is causeless. Therefore, falsehood is
present in knowledge from the very beginning, while truth,
being a positive entity like a jar, is produced in knowledge
extraneously by a cause, viz., the presence of merits in the
source, just as a J.^r is produced by such causes as the clay,
the potter etc. By merit or excellence is meant the purity
of the sense-organs and other sources of knowledge. When
the three dhatus residing in sense-organs are in a state of
equilibrium the sense-organs are said to be pure and then
they generate truth in the knowledge derived from them.
If truth were natural to knowledge, who could deny the
truth of dream - cognitions ? So, it is falsehood that is
natural and it is not generated by defects, Even when